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Fondazione Minoprio is an institution in which Regione Lombardia, Fondazione Cariplo, local institutions as Provinces and Chambers of Commerce are represented.

The branches of this institution are the following:

1 - The Training entre (professional training of young people in outdoor plant, pot flower, fruit and vegetable growing as well as gardening);

2 - The Mirt Centre (research in the flower, fruit and vegetable growing field as well as nursery crops);

3 – The Horticultural Centre (with greenhouses, nurseries, orchards and garden), in the service of the previous two areas.

The Training Centre organizes professional and technical courses in agriculture, post-degree Specialisation in ornamental plant growth, post-university degree courses on landscape and garden design, with the Polytechnic of Milan, careers guidance in collaboration with the local employment centres and international activities to encourage the professional training in horticulture at European level.
The Mirt Centre does research on:

· Floriculture and Nursery Crops
· Fruit growing
· Phytopathology
gives Support to Lombardy Region for:
· Training courses for farmers
· Plant health laboratory
· Twinning projects with Eastern Europe and Mediterranean Countries
develops environmental studies;
organizes an advisory service and technical meetings and scientific symposiums.
The areas of collaboration between Fondazione Minoprio and foreign Countries are:
· Twinning programs for Institutional Building (in collaboration with Lombardy regional administration and other Italian institutions);
· Partnership on research activities between Fondazione Minoprio and Italian Universities, foreign Universities and local research centers in agriculture;
· Support for the establishment of a phytopathology and a ground/water analysis laboratory;
· Training of technicians on vegetables, fruit and ornamentals growing in partnership with NGOs;
· Missions of experts in development projects (Lebanon, Senegal, Democratic Republic of Congo).
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