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COASTAL ZONE
Coastal Municipalities + Territorial Sea (12
Nautical Miles)
More than 7000 km coastline

17 States, 13 capital cities, 395 municipalities
45 millions inhabitants (25% total population)






* 35% of the 7,400 km Brazilian coastline

* States of Amapa (57,858 km?), Para (43,659 km2), and Maranhdo (66,790 km2).

* Highly energetic zone, with large sedimentary mobility, influenced by discharge of
the Amazon River and the ocean hydrodynamic factors, in particular the semidiurnal
macro tides (4 to 12 m).

* low relief (0—80 m), a broad coastal plain (i.e., up to 70 km in width) and an extended
adjacent continental shelf (i.e., about 330 km wide).

* The Amazon River divides the coastline into two segments (North, smooth platform;
South, irregular “ria” coast).

* Both segments are characterized by a fringe of muddy sediment covered by
mangroves (Largest in the Brazilian coast and one of the largest in the world).

* Large areas that are difficult to access and/or are still sparsely inhabited by
traditional populations; yet, it is also home to the notable presence of metropolitan
regions of Macapa-Santana, Belém, and Sao Luis; 4 million inhabitants.

* The fast and disordered urbanization process highlights the presence of a social
segregation, inducing a large portion of population to occupy risk prone areas and
places where precarious infrastructure and public services often exist.

* Wide range of socioeconomic activities: community-based agriculture, fishing,
extractivism, small scale tourism, heavy industry (i.e., steel production), and larger
port complexes.

* Preservation and conservation policies for regional sensitive ecosystems and
traditional populations, achieved by the implementation of several conservation units.
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Abstract Studies carried out in the NE coastal zone «
State of Para (Brazil) have recorded, in the last 25
numerous evidence of natural impacts of the flooc
erosion processes. As a consequence, diverse strategic
measures of population adaptation have been implem
but with limited success. Therefore, in order to sub
the Coastal Zone Management Program of Para, this
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Variables

Total population affected (flood); Non-local Population
affected (flood):; Children affected (flood) and elderly
affected (flood).

Population Density

Socio-economic
vulnerability

Non-local Population, Children, Elderly

Total population 2000; Municipal Budget 2000; Poverty.

Coastline length. Flooding area: Protection measures.
emergency relief historic cases: total length of fluvial
system.

Coastal features

Continentality: coastline complexity: proportion of
flooding area: drainage density; split ratio.

Natural Vulnerability
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Abstract The Amazon region represents approximately
35% of the Brazilian coastline and includes the states of
Amap4a, Parad, and Maranhdo. After several years, the
Amazon coastal zone has not made clear progress and has
failed to show important results in terms of management
plans based on the weak societal and local community sup-
port, the absence of a strong institutional coordination, and the
scarcity of resources. This study aims to present and discuss
the existence of others important factors that have obstructed
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