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Brazilian 
Ocenographic 

Territory  

 

EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC AREA 
200 nautical miles /3,5 
millions Km2 

 

COASTAL ZONE 
Coastal Municipalities + Territorial Sea (12 
Nautical Miles) 
More than 7000 km coastline 
17 States, 13 capital cities, 395 municipalities 
45 millions inhabitants (25% total population) 

 





• 35% of the 7,400 km Brazilian coastline 
• States of Amapá (57,858 km2), Pará (43,659 km2), and Maranhão (66,790 km2). 
• Highly energetic zone, with large sedimentary mobility, influenced by discharge of 
the Amazon River and the ocean hydrodynamic factors, in particular the semidiurnal 
macro tides (4 to 12 m).  
• low relief (0–80 m), a broad coastal plain (i.e., up to 70 km in width) and an extended 
adjacent continental shelf (i.e., about 330 km wide). 
• The Amazon River divides the coastline into two segments (North, smooth platform;  
South, irregular “ria” coast).  
• Both segments are characterized by a fringe of muddy sediment covered by 
mangroves (Largest in the Brazilian coast and one of the largest in the world). 
• Large areas that are difficult to access and/or are still sparsely inhabited by 
traditional populations; yet, it is also home to the notable presence of metropolitan 
regions of Macapá-Santana, Belém, and São Luis; 4 million inhabitants. 
• The fast and disordered urbanization process highlights the presence of a social 
segregation, inducing a large portion of population to occupy risk prone areas and 
places where precarious infrastructure and public services often exist. 
• Wide range of socioeconomic activities: community-based agriculture, fishing, 
extractivism, small scale tourism, heavy industry (i.e., steel production), and larger 
port complexes.  
• Preservation and conservation policies for regional sensitive ecosystems and 
traditional populations, achieved by the implementation of several conservation units. 
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